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Mayor Beshara, 

The changes that occurred in 2018 are a precursor of things to come.  As you know, this will be 

my final year as chief of the department.  Changes were proposed and implemented at the end of 

the year that will hopefully provide a smooth transition to new leadership.   

Last year saw the retirement of Officer Ben Gentile, Detective Amy Ellis and 

Lieutenant Joe Davis.  Between the three officers there was nearly ninety 

years of combined law enforcement experience.  Lieutenant Davis has been 

an instrumental figure within the community for over thirty years.  His list of 

accomplishments will be detailed later in this report. 

The Richfield Police Department was once again charged with planning and 

implementing a protection detail for the President of the United States.  In March, President Donald 

Trump visited the Ohio Operating Engineers training facility on Newton Road.  There are few 

departments of our size that can say that say they were a part of one Presidential detail let alone 

two.  In September 2003, President Bush also paid a visit to the Newton Road facility. 

Following President Trumpôs visit, all members of the police department received a departmental 

unit citation.  Lieutenant Joe Davis and Detective Sergeant Mike Swanson received 

commendations for the planning, organizing and implementation of the Presidential Protection 

Detail. 

In late 2018, we had a temporary malfunction of the 911 call answering equipment.  Although 

repairs were possible it was discovered that most of the equipment is obsolete to the point that we 

are no longer able to purchase a service agreement for repairs.  Communications Supervisor Tim 

Baker, with council approval, began the process of purchasing a new 911 system.  The Next 

Generation equipment is digital instead of analog and will allow SMS communication and other 

advancements.  The new equipment is slated to be installed in February 2019.  New Badges were 

also purchased.  Pictures of the new badges can be found on the cover. 

It has been my pleasure to serve the community of Richfield for seventeen plus years.  Although 

my eight years as police chief has had some trying moments, I am grateful for the opportunity that 

you have provided. 

Sincerely, 

 

Keith D. Morgan 

RICHFIELD POLICE DEPARTMENT 
4450 WEST STREETSBORO ROAD  

RICHFIELD, OHIO 44286  

(330) 659 -9500  

(330) 659 -0677 FAX  

 
     Keith D. Morgan                         Bobbie Beshara  
     Chief of Police              Mayor  
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MISSION STATEMENT 

 

 

The Men and Women of the Richfield Police Department 

are committed to being a professional and caring 

organization dedicated to the concepts of personal 

excellence, continuous improvement, integrity, teamwork, 

and service to our community. 

 

We believe in the dignity of all citizens and desire to 

protect individual rights.  We aspire to contribute to the 

quality of life in the community of Richfield by providing 

efficient Law Enforcement services.  We take pride in our 

professional performance and image. 
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Richfieldôs Law Enforcement History 

 

 

 

The Richfield Police Department can trace its law enforcement tradition back to 1816.  

The first law enforcement official was a constable who was elected to office.  Two of the 

first known constables were John Bigelow and Isaac Hopkins.  One of the most colorful 

constables was Arthur Scobie who served from 1920 to 1935.  Constable Scobie wore 

boots and a western style hat.  He rode a horse in order to perform his duties. 

 

Web Orcutt and Joseph Smith also served as constables in the 1920ôs, while Preston 

Fauble was the first motorcycle officer.  In the early 1930ôs, Orcult, Smith and Fauble 

changed careers and were each elected to the office of Justice of the Peace. 

 

William Guthrie was the last constable of Richfield and the first to have a car with two-

way radio.  An auxiliary captain, Charlie Palmer, and Virgil Newton served as deputies.  

The constable system was replaced by the Summit County Sheriff in 1962.  Three local 

men, Tom Fisher, Ed Peffer, and Lee Weber were sworn in as deputies.  The Summit 

County Sheriff continued to serve in Richfield until 1970, shortly after the Village of 

Richfield was formed.  The formation of the Village resulted in two entities:  Richfield 

Township and Richfield Village. 

 

In 1970 the Richfield Village Police Department was formed.  Tom Fisher was chosen to 

be the police chief, a position that the held until 1988.  The Township continued its 

affiliation with the Summit County Sheriffôs office.  Richfield Township did have a 

police chief, Dave Arbogast, who was appointed in 1984.  Chief Arbogast worked in 

conjunction with the Sheriffôs department.  The Township formed their own department 

with six additional officers joining Chief Arbogast. 

 

John Walsh was appointed as Tom Fisherôs replacement in 1988.  Chief Walsh served in 

that capacity until 2001.  Chief M.D. Canter was the third police chief for the Richfield 

Police Department with his appointment in 2001.  In that same year, the Richfield 

Township Police Department was dissolved.  Richfield Township contracted with the 

Richfield Village Police department for police services.  In 2002 the police department 

moved into a new facility.   

 

There have been many changes since John Bigelow and Isaac Hopkins took their oaths of 

office in the early 1800ôs.  The law enforcement mission remains the same, to protect and 

serve the citizens of Richfield.  
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CHIEFS OF POLICE 

John Walsh 

1988 to 2001 

 

Dave Arbogast 

Richfield Township 

 

Tom Fisher 

1962-1988 

 

 
Dale Canter 

2001-2012 

 

Keith Morgan 

2012-Present 
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Personnel Information 
As I mentioned earlier, 2018 was an exceptionally active year in terms of personnel moves. 

In January, Timothy McAleese and Joel Meister were sworn in as part-time patrol officers.  They 

were joined in April by Thomas ñBartò Randolph who also joined the force. 

Joel Meister is 2017 graduate of the Polaris Career Center police 

academy.  Joel is beginning his law enforcement career after 

serving in the United States Navy from 2008-2016.  While serving 

as a Seabee he was stationed in Mississippi, Washington D.C. and 

India.  He was also deployed to the Philippines, Bahrain, 

Afgahanistan, Yemen and Guam. 

Timothy (Sonny) McAleese is a graduate of Green High School 

and the Akron University Police Academy.  He completed the 

police academy and has served as a part-time police officer with 

Peninsula since May 2017.  Sonnyôs father has been a police officer 

for over twenty-years and is highly regarded throughout Summit 

County. 

Bart Randolph is a graduate of Wadsworth High School after which he earned a Bachelor of Arts 

degree from Walsh University.  Bart majored in Business Management and was a member of the 

Walsh University football team. 

Bart attended the police academy at the University of Akron in 2015 and is now employed by the 

Summit County Metro Parks as a park ranger. 

On April 1, 2018 Officer Ben Gentile retired from the Richfield Police 

Department after serving since 1991.  Officer Gentile was a full-time 

detective with the Regional Transit Authority.  He retired from RTA several 

years ago.  Officer Gentile was honored for his 

service at the June 5, 2018 council meeting. 

Officer Dave Arbogast was also honored during the 

meeting for his many, many years of service to both 

Richfield Township and Village. 
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Detective Amy Ellis also retired from the force this year.  Amy began her career in 1996 after 

earning her degree from the University of Akron.  She also attended the police academy at Akron 

and was chosen as the Vice-President of the academy class. Amy was assigned to the patrol 

division from 1996-2005.  While in patrol, Amy also served as the juvenile officer for the 

department.  She was responsible for investigations that dealt with juvenile offenders and victims 

and she also coordinated the juvenile diversion program.  The juvenile diversion program provides 

an alternative for handling youth offenders rather than referring them to the juvenile court system.   

In 2005 Amy was assigned to the detective bureau where she continued her work with juveniles 

and assumed additional investigative duties.  The detective bureau is responsible for following up 

every incident and conducting full-scale investigations when necessary.  This includes, but is not 

limited to:  crime scene processing, evidence handling and testing, victim-witness and suspect 

interviews, surveillance, warrant preparation and execution and court case preparation.  The 

detective bureau also conducts background investigations for every employee that the village hires. 

Since 2012, Amy was the primary property room 

custodian.  The property room contains hundreds 

of items of evidentiary articles that must be 

meticulously catalogued and inventoried to insure 

the chain of custody.  Items must be carefully 

packaged and preserved for testing by off-site labs.  

Any complications with the chain of custody could 

taint the evidence making it inadmissible in court 

and would jeopardize the prosecutionôs case.  Amy 

was responsible for the collection and distribution 

of digital evidence as well.   

As Amyôs reputation as an expert in dealing with juvenile matters continued to grow, so did her 

involvement with the Revere School District.  Amy met with Revere staff members and Bath 

Police officers on a monthly basis in order to help provide an exceptional level of security and 

safety to the students of Revere.  Amy assisted the school with investigations, truancy matters and 

social media advances prior to the formation of the joint SRO program initiated several years ago.  

She continued to assist the SRO and participated with many joint juvenile investigations with the 

Bath Police Department. 

In addition to her juvenile and general investigative duties Amyôs specialized in sexual assault 

crimes.  Sexual assault crimes are one of the most difficult to investigate for a variety of reasons 

including delays in reporting, in the inadvertent destruction of evidence by victims and or medical 

professionals.  Obviously, the most important part of the investigation is dealing with the victims 

of the assaults.  Something that Amy was able to accomplish with compassion and professionalism. 

John Petrovich was assigned to the detective bureau following Amyôs 

retirement.  John has over twenty-years in law enforcement and has been a full-

time officer with Richfield serving in the patrol division since 2012. 

  



9 
 

Officer Joel Meister moved from part-time to full-time status following Detective Ellisô retirement. 

Michael Testa was hired as a part-time officer in September.  Mike is a graduate of 

Walsh High School.  He also attended the University of Cincinnati where he earned 

a bachelor of science degree in Criminal Justice. 

After college, Mike attended the University of Akron police academy.  He has been 

working as a part-time police officer since 2017. 

 

In December, Lieutenant Joe Davis retired after serving with the 

department since 1985. 

Joe attended the Medina County Law Enforcement Academy, and 

was certified as a peace officer in the State of Ohio in December of 

1983 he was a part-time police officer for Twinsburg Township.  Joe 

began his career as a part-time police officer with the Richfield 

Police Department in April of 1985. 

In August of 1986 Joe was promoted to full-time status by Chief 

Tom Fisher.   

In 1999 Chief Walsh promoted Joe to Sergeant serving as a shift 

supervisor in the patrol division.  A patrol sergeant is a field 

supervisor who is responsible for the direct supervision of 

operations, conduct, appearance and performance of personnel 

assigned under their command.   

When Chief Walsh retired in 2001, Joe served as co-interim chief while the village conducted a 

search for a new police chief.   

Chief Canter was appointed in late 2001 and took note of the administrative abilities of then 

Sergeant Davis and promoted him to Lieutenant in January of 2002. 

As administrative Lieutenant Joe was second in command of the police department and was the 

commander of the patrol division.  His duties included scheduling, training coordination, grant 

writing, and special detail scheduling to name a few. 

It is safe to say that Joe spent thousands of hours in training during his thirty plus years as a police 

officer.   

In 2002 Joe attended the Police Executive and Administrative Leadership program.  

From January 2006 through March 2006 Joe attended the 224th session of the 

Federal Bureau of Investigation National Academy held at Quantico Virginia.  The 

FBINA is considered one of the most esteemed law enforcement trainings 

available, with participants in attendance from police departments worldwide.  

Academy coursework included intelligence theory, terrorism and terrorist 
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mindsets, management science, law, behavioral science, law enforcement communication, and 

forensic science.  

Joe is also a certified law enforcement instructor and is certified to teach Firearms, Cultural 

Diversity, Missing, Abused and Abducted Children investigation, Domestic Violence 

investigation, Alcohol Detection and Prosecution and Speed Measurement devices at the police 

academy level.  He is also an ALiCe instructor and has assisted with teaching the local school 

district staff, religious organizations, police and fire departments and many of the businesses in 

Richfield. It provides individuals and organizations alternative responses to the threat of an 

aggressive intruder or active shooter.  He has prepared safety plans for businesses and religious 

organizations in order to provide safer environments in the event of an emergency. 

Joe has served on the Revere School Safety committee that meets and discusses safety concerns 

and responses to help protect the children of the Revere School District.  He helped formulate the 

school districtôs action plan and has participated in tabletop exercises at the state, local and federal 

level. 

In 2003 Joe was instrumental in organizing the necessary personnel to 

insure the safety of President Bush during his visit to Richfield.  He 

received recognition from the 

United States Secret Service for the 

exceptional preparation and 

implementation of the action plan.  

Last year, Joe postponed a medical procedure so that he could 

again coordinate the protection of the President of the United 

States when President Trump gave a speech in Richfield.   

Since 2005 Joe has been a member of the Summit County OVI Taskforce.  He has participated in 

countless DUI checkpoints and saturation patrols throughout the county.  In addition, he served as 

the public information officer for the taskforce and the police department.  He was responsible for 

preparing press releases and served as the media spokesperson for television, radio and print 

publications. 

In addition to these duties Joe served as a grant writer for the police department.  Due to his 

prowess the department received grants for License Plate Readers, Bullet proof vests, computer 

equipment, RADAR devices, vehicle mobile data terminals, thermal imaging equipment, and 

several portable radios.  He obtained surplus military equipment including workout machines, 

ballistic vests, ballistic shock plates, helmets, gas masks and most notably surplus AR15 rifles.  

Thanks to Joe, all of the police vehicles are equipped with military grade equipment and all of the 

officers are trained and qualified to use more advanced weaponry to protect themselves and the 

public should a dire emergency arise.   

Several years ago, in order to improve community-police relationships the Ohio Collaborative 

Community-Police Advisory Board was formed.  The focus was to provide standardized rules and 

regulations for police departments in the several different areas.  Joe was given the task of 

reviewing our current policies and conforming them to state standards.  He developed new policies 


