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RICHFIELD POLICE DEPARTMENT

4450 WEST STREETSBORO ROAD
RICHFIELD, OHIO 44286
(330) 659 -9500
(330) 659 -0677 FAX

Michael Swanson Michael Wheeler
Chief of Police Mayor

Honorable Michael Wheeler
Mayor, Village of Richfield
RE: Annual Report, 202

Mayor Wheeler,

On behalf of the Richfield Police Department, attacheaii021 annual reportAs you
are well awargin 2021 here were significant personnel changgéhin the police department.
This was marked with the retirementsSgt. Nick Kostandaras, Officer Rick Lorek, Officer
Robert Gilbert and Officer Tony Riviotta.

Torecaptheretiredo f f i ¢ e r Oowere pepaxad b@fficen Shelby Noffsinger,
Officer Douglas McArtor and Officer Morgan Miller. We also hired Officer Travis Hoffman as a
parttime officer.It has been many years since we had this much change in onveity@athe
police department. Ad over the past sevalyears,we have haduite a fewadditional personnel
changes. This bughta lotfew new faces to the Richfield Police Departmamisomeoverall
change

One of ourmaingoalsin 2021, was to increase trainirig orderto provideall our
officers wih thelatestin best practiceavailable With your assistangeve continue to
accomplished this goalong with updating the equipment our officers depend on.ddiig is
now more importangéver, as we transition into the next generation ofRlinehfield Police
Department

As we move forward into 2@ all the police department staff remains committed to
providing the Richfield Commuryitwith the besbverallpolice service possible withantinued
increased focus amaining, community policingand overall enforcementhank youfor another
year of your unwaveringuppot.

Respectfully submitted,

Michael Swanson
Chief of Police



MISSION STATEMENT

It is the mission of the Richfield Police Department to
safeguard the lives and property of the people we
serve, to reduce the incidence and fear of crime, and
to enhance public safety while working with the
community to improve their quality of life.

Our mandate is to do so with honor and integrity,
while at all times conducting ourselves with the
highest ethical standards to maintain public
confidence.



Richfield Police Department

Summit County, Ohio Mayor Wheeler Citizens
SRO
Detective Petrovich Det. Sgt. Kellackey
Scott Dressler Chiefs Sot

!

Assistant Chief Fister
Investigation
Accident . Animal Equipment/ : Property/
Jail/Rai
Investigation Fatrol alsange Control LARS Maintenance PG Dispaich Evidence
Ptl. Testa Supervisor Supervisor
Sgt. Gaydosh e Set. Fyffe Set. Fyffe Sgt. Fyffe e Sgt. Kellackey
¥ v ¥ ¥ '3 '3 v
I;t:l' I;:nﬂ: Ptl. Dressler
Ptl. Meister Patricia Horn . Ptl. Michel Senior Operators Dispatchers Ptl. Randolph
Ptl. Testa
Ptl. McArtor
L
Det. Petrovich Pil. Testa
First Shift Second Shift Third Shift TJoel Meister ’
Supervi sor Supervisor Supervisor
L) L.
¥ ¥ ¥
SWAT Executive SMcRT
Patrol Officers Patrol Officers Patrol Officers Boards




WAOKFASERQA [8 9YTF2NOSY

The Richfield Police Department can trace its law enforcement tradition back to 1816. The first
law enforcementfficial was a constable who was elected to office. Two of the first known
constables were John Bigelow and Isaac Hopkins. One of the most colorful constables was
Arthur Scobie who served from 1920 to 1935. Constable Scobie wore boots and a wdstern s
hat. He rode a horse in order to perform his duties.

Web Orcutt and Joseph Smith also serv
the first motorcycle officer. Il n t
were each elected to the office of Justice of the Peace.

William Guthrie was the last constable of Richfield and the first to have a car witlvaywo

radio. An auxiliary Captain, Charlie Palmer, and Virgil Newton served as deputies. The
constable syste was replaced by the Summit County Sheriff in 1962. Three local men, Tom
Fisher, Ed Peffer and Lee Weber were sworn in as deputies. The Summit County Sheriff
continued to serve in Richfield until 1970, shortly after the Village of Richfield was formed
The formation of the Village resulted in two entities: Richfield Township and Richfield Village.

In 1970 the Richfield Village Police Department was formed. Tom Fisher was chosen to be the
police chief, a position that he held until 1988. The Tshim continued its affiliation with the
Summit County Sheriffdéds Office. Richfield T
who was appointed in 1984. Chief Arbogast w
department. The Township formed the@ivn department with six additional officers joining

Chief Arbogast. In 2001, the Richfield Township Police Department was dissolved. Richfield
Township contracted with the Richfield Village Police Department for police services and has

since that time.In 2002 the Richfield Village Police Department moved into a new facility.

John Wal sh was appointed as Tom Fisherdés repl
capacity until 2001. Chief Merlin Canter was the third police chief for the Riclifigide

Department with his appointment in 2001. Chief Canter served in the capacity until 2012.

Chief Keith Morgan was the fourth police chief with his appointment in 2012. Chief Morgan

served in the capacity until 2019. Chief Michael Swanson keafifth and current police chief

with his appointment in 2019.

There have been many changes since John Bigelow and Isaac Hopkins took their oaths of office
i n t he e aHoweyer, hie8alv @ndoscement mission remains the saim@rotect and
servethe citizens of Richfield.



CHIEFS OF POLICE
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JosepliDavis
1959 - 202
Lieutenant
Richfield VillagePolice1985- 2018

Lieutenant Joseph Davimssed awaguddenlythis yearon December
17, 2021at the age 062,

Lieutenant Davis graduated from Medina Counties Law Enforcement Academy inH€83

began his law enforcement career with the Village of Richfield as dip&rpolice officer in

1985. He was promoted to a ftilne police officer in 1986Sergeant in 2001 and Lieutenant in
2002. Lieutenant Davis attended thelice Executive and Admisiirative Leadership program in

2002 and the 224Session of th€ederal Bureau of Investigation National Académg006.
Lieutenant Davis had countless law enforcement accreditations and certifications and had the
distinction of preparing two Presidential visits to Richfield, President Bush in 2003 and President
Trump in 2018Lieutenant Davis was a consummate professi@nadgdicated law enforcement
officer with 33 years of servicanda true friend He will not only be missed by Richfield, but by

the entire law enforcement community



Personnellinformation

The Richfield Police Department is currently staffed wisteBployees as follows:
Chief
Assistant Chief

2-Patrol Sergeants

1-Detective Sergeant
1-Detecti

SR | RICHFIELD
1-School Resource Officer
12-Full-Time Officers

1-Part-Time Officer

1-Animal Control Officer
1-Dispatch Supervisor

7-Full-TimeDispatchers

5-Part-Time Dispatchers

In 2021, there were significant personnel changes primarily due to
retirements.

Sergeant Nick Kostandaras retired after serving the Richfield

Community for 34 years.eé8geanKostandaras graduated from

the Cuyahoga County Sheriffdéds Aca
@ < a parttime officer in 1987 and was promoted to ftithe in 1988.

~ il During his enure, 8rgeantKostandaras was a Level | and a

Level Il Traffic Crash InvestigatoHe ran our first Kgrogram andhad 2 canine partnerk9

Officer Alex and K9 Officer Franz. Sgt. Kostandaras was promoted to Sergeant in 2002 and
graduated from the Pok Executive Leadership College in 2004. Sergkastandaras brought

a straight forward style of leadership to the departmentandish him well in his retirement.




Officer Rick Lorek retired in 2021 after serving the Richfield
Community for 34 years. Officer Lorek graduated from the Cuyahog:
County Sheriffés Academy in 19
from Kent State University. He was hired as a-ane officer in 1987
and was promoted to fulime in 1988. Officer Lorelattended the
Police Executive Leadership College in 2004 and maintained our jai
operations for many years. WeankOfficer Rick Lorek for all his years
of service and wish hirall the best in his retirement.

ed

Officer Robert Gilbert retired in 2021 afteerving 30 years to the
Richfield Community. Officer Gilbert graduated from the Case

Western Reserve University Police Academy in 1988 and was hired as
a Richfield Township Officer in 1991 andashired as a Richfield

Village Officer in 2001. Officer Gbert obtained his EM

Certification and maintained it throughout his career. Officer Gilbert
becamea Certified Crisis InterventiorOfficer in 2000 and was

accepted into the National Association of Traffic Accident Reconstructionist and Investigators in
2007. We want to thank Officer Robert Gilbert for all his years of service and wish him all the
best in his retirement.

Officer Anthony Riviotta retired in 2021 after serving the Richfield
Community for 20 yearfficer Riviotta attended and graduated fro|
the Cleveland Police Departments Academy in 1978. He also atte
and graduated from t h eAcadamyin 2000s
and ranked "8 overall in his class. Officer Riviotta was hired as apa
time officer in 2001 and served the community well. We want to tha
Officer Anthonyfi R i Riviotta for all his years of service and wish
him all the best in his reement.

onos

To fill the ranks due to 21 retirementsOfficer Shelby NoffsingerOfficer Doug McArtorand
Officer Morgan Millerwerepromoted to fulitime officers. Officer Travis Hoffman waslso
hired as a paitime officer.

10



ShelbyNoffsingerwas hired as a patiime officer on 521-2020 and was

promoted to fulitime on 96-2021. Officer Noffsingeis a graduate of

Akron Early College High School where she averaged a 3.6 GPA. Shelby

also attended the University of Akron wheresheeard a Bachel or 6s
in Anthropology with a minor in Preaw. Shelby also completed the

\ Uni versity of Ak,iscaertifiesl asR pdade officer katha d e my
State of Ohiandshe is a very welcome addition ¢oir staff

Douglas McArtorwas hired as a patime officer on 521-2020 and was
promoted to fultime on 1122-21. Officer McArtoris a graduate of
Brecksville Broadview ldightsHigh School and his fathevas also aareer
police officer. He attended Kent State University, wherearned a
Bachel ordés degree in Criminology §
completed the Kent State Universities Police Acadésngertified as a peacel
officer in the State of Ohiand he is a very welcome additionatior
department

mm Officer MorganMiller has been employed as a ptamte officer since
September 7, 2021 amnehs promoted to fultime on 1122-21. Officer

Miller attended the Ohio State Highway Patrol Academy and is certified to
be police officer in the state of OhiOfficer Miller served asraOhioState
Trooper for 4 years where she received extensive training in patrol tactics,
criminal interdiction and mobile field force training. Morgan graduated
from Riverdale High School in Mt. Blanchard Ohio and also earned her
Bachelorof Arts degree in Criminal Justice from the University of Findlay
where she studied Forensic Toxicology, White Collar Crime and Fraud
PreventionOfficer Miller is a very welcome addition our department.

University of Akronds Police Ac: d is c
officer in the state of Ohidfficer Hoffmanserved as dispatcher, then a
Deputy for the Summit County Shi Of fice

he received egnsive training in police communications, patrol tactics as
well as inmate and jail trainin@fficer Hoffman is a very welcome
addition to our department.
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